Prostitution Laws of Virginia
§ 18.2-346: Being a prostitute or prostitution
§ 18.2-350: Confinement of convicted prostitutes and persons violating §§ 18.2-347 through
18.2-349
§ 18.2-346.1: Testing of convicted prostitutes and injection drug users for infection with human
immunodeficiency viruses and hepatitis C; limited disclosure
§ 18.2-355: Taking, detaining, etc., person for prostitution, etc., or consenting thereto
§ 18.2-347: Keeping, residing in or frequenting a bawdy place; "bawdy place" defined
§ 18.2-356: Receiving money for procuring person
§ 18.2-348: Aiding prostitution or illicit sexual intercourse
§ 18.2-357: Receiving money from earnings of male or female prostitute
§ 18.2-349: Using vehicles to promote prostitution or unlawful sexual intercourse
§ 18.2-359: Venue for criminal sexual assault or where any person transported for criminal sexual
assault, attempted criminal sexual assault, or purposes of unlawful sexual intercourse, crimes against
nature, and indecent liberties with children
§ 18.2-346: Being a prostitute or prostitution
A. Any person who, for money or its equivalent, commits adultery, fornication or any act in violation
of § 18.2-361, or offers to commit adultery, fornication or any act in violation of § 18.2-361 and
thereafter does any substantial act in furtherance thereof, shall be guilty of being a prostitute, or
prostitution, which shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.
B. Any person who offers money or its equivalent to another for the purpose of engaging in sexual
acts as enumerated above and thereafter does any substantial act in furtherance thereof shall be guilty
of solicitation of prostitution and shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
§ 18.2-346.1: Testing of convicted prostitutes and injection drug users for infection with human
immunodeficiency viruses and hepatitis C; limited disclosure
A. As soon as practicable following conviction of any person for violation of § 18.2-346 or 18.2-361,
or any violation of Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) or 1.1 (§ 18.2-265.1 et seq.) of Chapter 7 involving
the possession, sale, or use of a controlled substance in a form amenable to intravenous use; or the
possession, sale, or use of hypodermic syringes, needles, or other objects designed or intended for
use in parenterally injecting controlled substances into the human body, such person shall be required
to submit to testing for infection with human immunodeficiency viruses and hepatitis C. The
convicted person shall receive counseling from personnel of the Department of Health concerning
(i) the meaning of the test, (ii) acquired immunodeficiency syndrome and hepatitis C, and (iii) the
transmission and prevention of infection with human immunodeficiency viruses and hepatitis C.
B. Tests for human immunodeficiency viruses shall be conducted to confirm any initial positive test
results before any test result shall be determined to be positive for infection. The results of such test
shall be confidential as provided in § 32.1-36.1 and shall be disclosed to the person who is the
subject of the test and to the Department of Health as required by § 32.1-36. The Department shall
conduct surveillance and investigation in accordance with the requirements of § 32.1-39.
C. Upon receiving a report of a positive test for hepatitis C, the State Health Commissioner may
share protected health information relating to such positive test with relevant sheriffs' offices, the
state police, local police departments, adult or youth correctional facilities, salaried or volunteer
firefighters, paramedics or emergency medical technicians, officers of the court, and regional or local

jails (i) to the extent necessary to advise exposed individuals of the risk of infection and to enable
exposed individuals to seek appropriate testing and treatment, and (ii) as may be needed to prevent
and control disease and is deemed necessary to prevent serious harm and serious threats to the health
and safety of individuals and the public.
The disclosed protected health information shall be held confidential; no person to whom such
information is disclosed shall redisclose or otherwise reveal the protected health information without
first obtaining the specific authorization from the individual who was the subject of the test for such
redisclosure.
Such protected health information shall only be used to protect the health and safety of individuals
and the public in conformance with the regulations concerning patient privacy promulgated by the
federal Department of Health and Human Services, as such regulations may be amended.
D. The results of the tests shall not be admissible in any criminal proceeding related to prostitution
or drug use.
The cost of the tests shall be paid by the Commonwealth and taxed as part of the cost of such
criminal proceedings.
§ 18.2-347: Keeping, residing in or frequenting a bawdy place; "bawdy place" defined
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any bawdy place, or to reside in or at or visit, for immoral
purposes, any such bawdy place. Each and every day such bawdy place shall be kept, resided in or
visited, shall constitute a separate offense. In a prosecution under this section the general reputation
of the place may be proved.
As used in this Code, "bawdy place" shall mean any place within or without any building or structure
which is used or is to be used for lewdness, assignation or prostitution.
§ 18.2-348: Aiding prostitution or illicit sexual intercourse
It shall be unlawful for any person or any officer, employee or agent of any firm, association or
corporation, with knowledge of, or good reason to believe, the immoral purpose of such visit, to take
or transport or assist in taking or transporting, or offer to take or transport on foot or in any way, any
person to a place, whether within or without any building or structure, used or to be used for the
purpose of lewdness, assignation or prostitution within this Commonwealth; or procure or assist in
procuring for the purpose of illicit sexual intercourse, or any act violative of § 18.2-361, or to give
any information or direction to any person with intent to enable such person to commit an act of
prostitution.
§ 18.2-349: Using vehicles to promote prostitution or unlawful sexual intercourse
It shall be unlawful for any owner or chauffeur of any vehicle, with knowledge or reason to believe
the same is to be used for such purpose, to use the same or to allow the same to be used for the
purpose of prostitution or unlawful sexual intercourse, or to aid or promote such prostitution or
unlawful sexual intercourse by the use of any such vehicle.
§ 18.2-350: Confinement of convicted prostitutes and persons violating §§ 18.2-347 through
18.2-349
Every person convicted of being a prostitute and every person convicted of violating any of the
provisions of §§ 18.2-347 through 18.2-349 shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor; provided,
however, that in any case in which a city or county farm or hospital is available for the confinement
of persons so convicted, confinement may be in such farm or hospital, in the discretion of the court
or judge.
§ 18.2-355: Taking, detaining, etc., person for prostitution, etc., or consenting thereto
Any person who:

(1) For purposes of prostitution or unlawful sexual intercourse, takes any person into, or persuades,
encourages or causes any person to enter, a bawdy place, or takes or causes such person to be taken
to any place against his or her will for such purposes; or,
(2) Takes or detains a person against his or her will with the intent to compel such person, by force,
threats, persuasions, menace or duress, to marry him or her or to marry any other person, or to be
defiled; or,
(3) Being parent, guardian, legal custodian or one standing in loco parentis of a person, consents to
such person being taken or detained by any person for the purpose of prostitution or unlawful sexual
intercourse; is guilty of pandering, and shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony.
§ 18.2-356: Receiving money for procuring person
Any person who shall receive any money or other valuable thing for or on account of procuring for
or placing in a house of prostitution or elsewhere any person for the purpose of causing such person
to engage in unlawful sexual intercourse or any act in violation of § 18.2-361 shall be guilty of a
Class 4 felony.
§ 18.2-357: Receiving money from earnings of male or female prostitute
Any person who shall knowingly receive any money or other valuable thing from the earnings of any
male or female engaged in prostitution, except for a consideration deemed good and valuable in law,
shall be guilty of pandering, punishable as a Class 4 felony.
§ 18.2-359: Venue for criminal sexual assault or where any person transported for criminal sexual
assault, attempted criminal sexual assault, or purposes of unlawful sexual intercourse, crimes against
nature, and indecent liberties with children
A. Any person transporting or attempting to transport through or across this Commonwealth, any
person for the purposes of unlawful sexual intercourse or prostitution, or for the purpose of
committing any crime specified in § 18.2-361 or § 18.2-370, or for the purposes of committing or
attempting to commit criminal sexual assault under Article 7 (§ 18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this
title, may be presented, indicted, tried, and convicted in any county or city in which any part of such
transportation occurred.
B. Venue for the trial of any person charged with committing or attempting to commit criminal
sexual assault under Article 7 (§ 18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title may be had in the county
or city in which such crime is alleged to have occurred or in any county or city through which the
victim was transported by the defendant prior to the commission of such offense.
C. Venue for the trial of any person charged with committing or attempting to commit criminal
sexual assault under Article 7 (§ 18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title against a person under 18
years of age may be had in the county or city in which such crime is alleged to have occurred or,
when the county or city where the offense is alleged to have occurred cannot be determined, then in
the county or city where the person under 18 years of age resided at the time of the offense.

