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Sex Worker Advocates Grade Democratic Candidates on
Prostitution Policy Positions
Decriminalize Sex Work (DSW), the largest organization in the country focused solely on
decriminalizing sex work, released its presidential candidate “report card” on Thursday,
February 6, 2020. The organization is encouraging primary voters to use the issue as a litmus
test for candidates who claim they want to reduce prison populations, support human rights, and
promote health and safety within our communities.
Kaytlin Bailey, director of communications for DSW, explains, “Every candidate claims to want to
reduce violence and exploitation in the sex industry. We graded the candidates based on
whether or not the policies they support will help us achieve those goals. Voters should know
how candidates think about policing the oldest profession.”
All three frontrunners, Bernie Sanders, Pete Buttigieg, and Elizabeth Warren, scored a “C” from
the sex worker rights group. Michael Bloomberg received the only outright “F” because of his
degrading public remarks and punitive policies. Data from the New York Division of Justice
Services (DCJS) showed that arrest rates for prostitution were 30% higher during Bloomberg’s
tenure as mayor. Demographic data reveals that the spike in arrest rates almost exclusively
targeted black Americans.
Melissa Broudo, general council for DSW, spoke to campaigns while preparing this report. “We
were thrilled that many candidates were open to this conversation. In my nearly 20 years
advocating for decriminalization, this is the first time this issue is part of the national
conversation.”
Data for Progress released a poll on January 30, 2020, showing that an “outright majority of all
voters support decriminalizing sex work.”
To see the report card for the entire field of Democratic presidential candidates, please visit
https://decriminalizesex.work/issues-advocacy/2020-presidential-campaign.
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